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View from the Lice Camp

Key Issues April 2020
GNR celebrates its 88th Anniversary!
The Gilé National Reserve was established as a Partial Game Reserve in 1932 with the objective of protecting
zebras, elephants and black rhinoceros. Prior the Reserve receiving protective status, commercial hunting
was carried out on a large scale mainly for timber concession.
The landscape of the GNR consists of a miombo woodland and dambo grassland mosaic. It is estimated that
more than 30,000 people, belonging to the Elomué ethnic group, are living in the buffer zone.
The area received the status of National Reserve in 1960 becoming the only protected area of Mozambique
without human settlement within its boundaries.
Since 2007, the François Sommer Foundation  International Foundation for Wildlife Management FFSIGF,
through agreement with the Government of Mozambique, focused its efforts in restoring wildlife, building
management infrastructures and collaborating with local communities.
Today the black rhino is unfortunately extinct in Mozambique and risks disappearing all over the continent.
However, the rhino remains the symbol of the GNR which renews its daily commitment to conservation,
celebrating the Anniversary the 23rd of April.

In the communities'

Due of the spread of SARSCov 2, GNR has purchased healthcare equipment such as surgical
masks, gloves, disposable aprons, infrared thermometer, boots, buckets, glycerin alcohol and
distributed to Staff;
The same COVID19 An erosionprevention equipment has been donated by GNR, with support of its
prime partner FFS/IGF, to local governments in the Districts of Mocubela, Pebane and Gilé. The
mission has beed headed by the Administrator of the Reserve Mr. Raimundo Matusse. The district
government felt very proud of receiving such equipment and said that GNR's contribution, along with
others, will be distributed to local communities for COVID19 prevention.District government appealed
to the leadership of the Reserve to continue with such solidarity spirit, underlining how the
kindheartedness of the jesture is as important as it's value;
In April, 56 seasonal workers were recruited to support infrastructure development.

The GNR Warden delivers the health kits to the Gilé District's government authorities

Management and Infrastructure
141 km of roads between MulelaLice and Nakololo Namurrua/ NakololoMusseia and the entrance to
Etaga were cleared;
An erosion and a swampy grassland were repaired by fillings with stabilizing soils and stones from
Musseia towards Nakololo; Previously o The following items were confiscated:15 fishing nets, 9 gin
traps, 5 steel cables, 2 net traps, 2 machetes, 1 spear, 1 axe, 1 aluminum plate and 1 mobile phone;
Previously open roads have been cleared from fallen trees;
Musseia Headquarter: Construction of 2 individual houses and 1 pavilion for drivers and guards is in
progress;
Lice Camp: Tent walls have been rehabilitated; Platform damaged wood has been repaired.

The Musseia Administrative Headquarters today

Law Enforcement
A total of 30 patrols were undertaken in April covering 188 km on foot, 2.788 km by car, 361 km by
motorcycles and 3 km by canoe;
In April, 31 signs of illegal activities (poaching and mining) were detected;
The following items were confiscated:15 fishing nets, 9 gin traps, 5 steel cables, 2 net traps, 2
machetes, 1 spear, 1 axe, 1 aluminum plate and 1 mobile phone;
6 old poacher camps were destroyed;
2 poachers were caught and legal processes were opened submitted to Gilé ’s District Attorney's
office;
6 illegal miners arrested in March were tried and sentenced by the Gilé Judicial Court.

Confiscated gin trap and fishing nets

Biodiversity Conservation
As the forest is moving towards the dry season, wildlife sightings are starting to improve. Better visibility and
less water availability should continue to improve the quality of wildlife observations in the coming
months.have been guaranteed:
In April, GNR Rangers responded to 1 incident of Human Wildlife conflict. This was related to
elephants which were raiding community's crops. There is ongoing engagement with local
government to assist with the problem. GNR is also considering potential redeployment of the
community scout program to help with the issue.
Animal directly observed in April: waterbucks, buffaloes, sables, kudus, reedbucks, bushbucks and
grey duikers;
Spoors of zebras, kudus, wildebeests and leopard were also recorded;
Fresh buffalo tracks across grasslands were recorded.

Elephant tracked in the field

Community Development
In April, the GNR Environmental Education Program started the reviewed process following the
guidelines provided by the Ministry of Land and Environment with the support of the national
administration of conservation areas and the National Fund for Sustainable Development.
The Environmental Program aims to promote, raise awareness and value towards sustainable
livelihoods and biodiversity conservation.
GNR organized a virtual training for the technician team on dry mushrooms marketing and sales which
aimed to enhancing their capacities to engage with private actors in Zambezia's main cities.
Data collection and processing: GNR responds to the need of efficient data collection through the
application of technological tools that guarantee functional communication with the team in the field.
The potentialities of a data collection tool on smartphone called “ODK” has been investigated; its
implementation is expected for the coming months.
In April 120 HD DVDs of Musseia 's Theater Group recordings and 700 copies of the Biodiversity
Friend's Manual were produced. This material will be distributed as soon as the situation returns to
normal.
NonTimber Forest Products (NTFP) Project:
Honey: In April, the 60 beekeepers of the buffer zone continued to receive support from the GNR
which aims to improve their hives management and honey harvesting techniques.
Mushrooms: As part of the partnership with NITIDAE, the Community Department began to
survey edible mushrooms through comparative research with a specialized team in African
species. This aims at allowing a comprehensive comparison with the existing species in the
GNR.
GNR is working in the perspective of creating a scientific partnership with national and
international organizations.
Two survey models for mushroom sales have been produced. The survey models are oriented
towards store sales and restaurants.

Snail breeding: In April, 2 specialists (from Benin) have been contacted in order to share some
technical information and constructively add knowledge and skills about snail development and
marketing.

Musseia 's Theater Group recordings and the Biodiversity Friend's Manual

Forecast for May 2020
Due to the current situation regarding the COVID19 virus, all visits to GNR are temporarily suspended;
Law enforcement and other core activities will be guaranteed.
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